
Will Your Faith Save? 
By John R. Gibson 

 Faith saves! No one who claims to believe the Bible to be the word 

of God could argue with that statement, for we have numerous passages 

linking faith and salvation. “Therefore, having been justified by 

faith…” (Romans 5:1) and “For by grace you have been saved through 

faith…” (Ephesians 2:8) are but two of the many we could cite. So, sal-

vation by faith should not be in dispute, but does all faith save? Though 

many have accepted the doctrine of salvation by faith only, I wonder 

how many really believe it?  

 Does anyone really believe the faith depicted in John 12:42-43 will 

save?  “Nevertheless even among the rulers many believed in Him, but 

because of the Pharisees they did not confess Him, lest they should be 

put out of the synagogue; for they loved the praise of men more than the 

praise of God.” 

 James pointed out that even demons have a belief in God, but who 

can believe it will be sufficient to save? “You believe that there is one 

God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble!” James 2:19 

(Continued on page 2) 

The Friendly Visitor 

“For a man to have friends, he must show himself friendly.” Proverbs 18:24 

 

Want to Know More? 
Interested in understanding more about the Bible and God’s plan of salvation 
for humanity?  Please visit our website (www.jonesroadchurch.org) for the fol-
lowing resources. 

Audio Sermons 

Bible-based Articles 

Classes studying the Sermon on the Mount, leadership in Nehemiah, and four 
great teachers found in the Bible. 

We can also be found on Facebook (Jones Road Church of Christ) and Twitter 
(@jonesroadchurch). Email: study@jonesroadchurch.org 
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“The faith which saves must be 
more than mere belief, but exactly 
what kind of  faith do we need if  we 
wish to be saved? 



 With a little thought we realize that the faith which saves must be 

more than mere belief, but exactly what kind of faith do we need if we 

wish to be saved? Consider with me some thoughts from Hebrews 11 as 

inspiration shows us the saving faith of those who seek the Lord. “But 

without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God 

must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently 

seek Him.” Hebrews 11:6 

 Saving faith follows God’s instructions and obeys His com-

mands… 

 As they relate to worship. “By faith Abel offered to God a more ex-

cellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained witness that he 

was righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and through it he being 

dead still speaks.” Hebrews 11:4 

 When hard work is involved. “By faith Noah, being divinely warned 

of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for the 

saving of his household, by which he condemned the world and be-

came heir of the righteousness which is according to faith.” Hebrews 

11:7 

 Though it may be uncertain of where the 

teachings of God might lead. “By faith Abra-

ham obeyed when he was called to go out to 

the place which he would receive as an inheri-

tance. And he went out, not knowing where he 

was going.” Hebrews 11:8 

 Even if the Lord seems to be asking the 

impossible. “By faith Abraham, when he was 

tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises of-

fered up his only begotten son….” Hebrews 11:17 

 Though to the human mind they may seem illogical at times. “By 

faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they were encircled for seven 

days.” Hebrews 11:30 

 Saving faith focuses on the reward above. “For he waited for the 

city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God” (Hebrews 

11:10). “These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but 

having seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and con-

fessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For those who 

say such things declare plainly that they seek a homeland. And truly if 

they had called to mind that country from which they had come out, they 

would have had opportunity to return. But now they desire a better, that 

is, a heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their 

God, for He has prepared a city for them.” Hebrews 11:13-16 

 Because its focus is on heaven, saving faith knows this earth and its 

 attractions are temporary and refuses to be enamored of them. 

 “These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having 

 seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and con

 fessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.” Hebrews 

 11:13 

 Saving faith overcomes the temptations of sin because it knows 

the pleasures of sin are but momentary enticements. “By faith Moses, 

when he became of age, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daugh-

ter, choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to en-

joy the passing pleasures of sin, esteeming the reproach of Christ greater 

riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward.”  

 Do we have saving faith? Is ours a faith which genuinely seeks to 

obey God even when the commands are demanding or seemingly illogical 

to us? Does our faith cause us to forsake sin and its temporary pleasures? 

Is our faith one which focuses on the heavenly reward and keeps us from 

becoming entangled by the allurements of this world? If you are not 

manifesting this type of faith or if this article has piqued your interest in 

the saving faith of Scripture, we would love to study more with you about 

what Jesus, the author of eternal salvation to those who obey Him 

(Hebrews 5:8-9), expects of those who put their faith in Him. Please let us 

know how we can help. 

All quotes are from the New King James Version, copyright 1982, Thomas Nelson, Inc. 


