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 No Scripture is more important than any other, for all are equally 

inspired (2 Tim. 3:16), yet most Bible students would know you don’t 

make Jude your first stop if you are seeking a better understanding of 

the husband’s role in a marriage. Similarly, most people know you can-

not look to Galatians as your primary source of information on the life 

of Christ.  To learn about the life of Christ you must start with Matthew, 

Mark, Luke, or John, and to understand God’s will for husbands you 

begin with Eph. 5:22-33 or some other passage that discusses marriage. 

 While this seems patently obvious, people often seem to forget this 

point when it comes to conversion. In seeking to understand how con-

versions are produced, what it means to be 

converted, when one is converted, etc., they 

often begin with Romans, Ephesians, Gala-

tians, or some other letter written to people 

whose conversion was in the past. While ref-

erences are made in the epistles to how they 

were converted and saved from their sins, it 

should be obvious the starting point must be the one book which details 

the conversions of sinners, viz. Acts. 

 I don’t want to be misunderstood on this, for I believe the letters 

written to Christians are essential to a fuller understanding of God’s 

plan for the redemption of mankind, the reasons behind the cross, the 

nature of grace, etc., but if I want to learn how to be saved from my sins 

or I want to show someone else how to be saved, the place to start is 

Acts. 

(Continued on page 2) 

The Friendly Visitor 

“For a man to have friends, he must show himself friendly.” Proverbs 18:24 

 

“Therefore, laying 
aside all malice, all 
deceit, hypocrisy, 
envy, and all evil 

speaking, as newborn 
babes, desire the 
pure milk of the 
word, that you may 
grow thereby, if in-
deed you have tasted 
that the 
Lord is gracious.”  
 

1 Peter 2:1-3 
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 Think for a moment about the converts in Acts 2. I don’t know how 

much the three thousand of Acts 2:41 understood about the concept of 

propitiation Paul would later expound in Rom. 3:21-26, and I doubt they 

understood on that day the vast superiority of the sacrifice of Christ (Heb. 

9, 10), or a host of other important things that would later be dealt with in 

the letters written to Christians, but on that Day of Pentecost they knew 

they were guilty before God and asked what they needed to do (Acts 

2:36, 37). Through Peter’s brief and to the point response, they learned 

that repentance and baptism were the responses God required of them 

(Acts 2:38), and that was what they did (Acts 2:41). 

 I am not suggesting we ignore the great themes of propitiation, 

grace, justification, sanctification, work of the Holy Spirit, etc. found in 

Romans, Galatians, Ephesians, Hebrews, et al, but I am affirming that the 

straightforward conversion accounts found in the book of Acts must be 

studied first and should be used to aid our understanding of these other 

books. Again, lest anyone misunderstand, the title of the article is Where 

Should You Begin?, not Where Should You Stop?! 

 When the one book that details the conversions of Jews and Gentiles, 

men and women, religious and irreligious, is taken first, then we’ll under-

stand that no conversion ever takes place without the preaching of the 

gospel. Even when angels, visions, and the Holy Spirit Himself were in-

volved, as they were in Acts 2, 8, 9 and 10, no one ever became a Chris-

tian without the gospel being preached to him by a human being (cf. Rom. 

1:16, 17). 

 When we make Acts, the book of conversions, our starting point we 

come to understand that the salvation which is by grace through faith 

(Eph. 2:8, 9) takes places when a penitent sinner is baptized for the remis-

sion of sins (Acts 2:38). If we start with the historical record of Paul’s 

conversion before reading his epistles on conversion, we’ll know that 

even if a person were to see Christ in a vision and spend three days in 

prayer, he or she would still need to be baptized in order to be cleansed of 

sin (Acts 22:16; 9:1-19; 22:6-16). 

 We could go on with other illustrations, but I hope this is sufficient 

to make the point. When it comes to conversion, justification, sanctifica-

tion, etc. let’s be sure we start at the beginning and work our way for-

ward. To reverse the order of our study will inevitably lead to confusion, 

misunderstanding of these vital teachings, and the loss of sousl.  

 If we can assist you in knowing more about Acts, God’s plan for 

your salvation, or any other subject, please contact us through one of the 

ways listed on the next page. 

——————————————————————————— 

Our Facebook Page 
 

 In addition to our website, we also have a Facebook page for news, 

links to our website, and brief articles or thoughts to consider. If you are 

a Facebook user we invite you to like our page, Jones Road Church of 

Christ, and here are some samples of what you will find there.  

 

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God....” (KJV, 

NKJV) 

“I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God....” (ESV) 

“Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy....” (NIV) 

Rom. 12:1 calls upon us to give our all as living sacrifices, and while that 

may seem like more than we are capable of, look at the appeal—by, or in 

view of, the mercies of God. When we keep the cross in our view, nothing 

God asks of us will ever seem too great.  

—————— 

“Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the 

earth....Noah was a just man, perfect in his generations. Noah walked with 

God.” Gen. 6: 5, 9 

Just as in the days of Noah, the wickedness of mankind today is great, but 

the corruption of our world must not become an excuse for our own wick-

edness. Let’s do as Noah did and choose to walk with God even if every-

one around us dances with the devil.  

—————— 

James 2:14-26 stresses that faith without works is dead and the two Old 

Testament illustrations are quite interesting and enlightening. Abraham’s 

offering of Isaac is given as the time his faith was made perfect and Ra-

hab was justified by works when she received the spies. When Abraham 

offered Isaac he had been a worshiper of God for at least forty years or so 

and was the recipient of God’s promises to build a nation through him and 

ultimately bless all nations. When Rahab hid the spies she was a Gentile 

harlot. Point? Whether we are first coming to God as was Rahab, or we 

have been serving God for many years as Abraham had, the only way to 

be justified is to have an obedient faith.  

 
Unless noted, all quotations from the New King James Version, copyright 1994 by Thomas 

Nelson Publishers 
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