
  

Is Our Congregation Too Judgmental? 

By Mark W. White 

 

 That the church can be a place where judgmental, hypercritical, nitpicking Christians exist is too 

obvious to deny. As long as there have been local churches, there have been negative, constant fault-

finders who magnify everyone else’s weaknesses. They minimize to near obscurity their own flaws. Jesus 

must have anticipated this phenomenon among His followers when He said, “Do not judge so that you 

will not be judged. For in the way you judge, you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it will 

be measured to you. Why do you look at the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log 

that is in your own eye? Or, how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ and 

behold, the log is in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you 

will see clearly enough to take the speck out of your brother’s eye.” (Matt. 7:1-5, NASB) 

 Baptist-based Lifeway Research took a survey a few years ago of the reasons youth were leaving 

Baptist churches. 26% of those who left did so because they thought the church was “too judgmental”. If 

you take the time to listen to youth in churches of Christ, you will find a good many who say the same 

thing about us. Whether or not this is a completely accurate perception, it is a reality which we must 

address. 

 Some of our young people have sensed they aren’t really accepted, valued, or wanted in the 

church. At times, they have been told this, but usually, the message is communicated more subtly. A 40-

something-year-old brother once said that he went back home and visited with the church where he grew 

up. An older lady in the church hugged him tightly, obviously happy to see him. This surprised him, 

because growing up there, she never seemed to have much interest in him. Do our young people know 

how much we value their presence and the contributions they make to our congregation? Will they need 

to wait until their forties to realize this? 

 Some young people do not see Christ-like attitudes among us. How do they see sinners being 

treated? Are we aloof, gossipy, or smugly self-righteous? Is the church a safe place for those who are 

hurting because of their own sins or the sins of their family members? Are we a nurturing household, 

reaching out to comfort those who are suffering emotionally and spiritually, or are we too fearful of 

showing our love for people who are struggling? When sin is confronted with the love of Jesus— “Go. 

From now on sin no more.” (Jn. 8:11) — there will be right standards, to be sure. There will also be an 

eagerness to forgive rather than condemn. Our mission is to reconcile men to Christ, not drive them 

further away from Him (2 Cor. 5:17-21). We must not forget that Luke prefaced Jesus’ story of the 

Pharisee and the tax collector with this explanation: “To some who were confident of their own 

righteousness and looked down on everybody else, Jesus told them this parable” (Lk. 18:9, NIV). 

Honestly, how many of us might this statement describe? 

 Of course, our young people may be too judgmental themselves, about their local church. They 

may be hypercritical of the church because truth is being preached and error is being answered. Perhaps 

some of our youth will mature one day and come to realize the necessity of such teaching. Like some 

adults, there are some youth who will never reach this spiritual level. They will always be in danger of 



falling away. This is an ever-present reality in every church. But if the church is being nasty in attitude 

and showing no Christ-like love for the lost and wayward, then we should see ourselves as others see us. 

Before dismissing such criticisms, we must make certain there is no validity to them. 

————————————————————————————— 

The Golden Calf: Then and Now 

By Mark W. White 

  

 Events recorded in Exodus 32 defy all logic! How could a people who had so recently witnessed 

the thunderous, frightening and awesome scene at Mt. Sinai so quickly forget about God and His servant, 

Moses? 

 In Exodus 32:1-8 and also verses 30-35, we have the pesky episode of the golden calf which just 

happened to jump out of the fire of its own accord, according to the excuse offered by Aaron! Moses was 

absent from the people when this event was in the making. He was on Mt. Sinai with God, receiving the 

law written by the finger of God Himself. Aaron was soon to be made the High Priest of Israel. It is 

shocking to observe the casualness with which Aaron was persuaded by the Israelites to make them a god 

from the melted gold they contributed— in the form of a calf, no less! Why were the people so worried 

over the delay of Moses’ return to the camp? If they feared he had died, why were they not in mourning? 

Instead, they were in “idol-mode”. They had heard the voice of God, seen the mountain smoking and 

trembled at the presence of I AM, but they still made a god out of this golden calf! 

 Astounding as this seems, men are no less prone to do the same thing today. We are especially 

susceptible to this search for a new god when the old one is no longer soft and cuddly to us. When the 

voice of God thundered from Sinai, the people asked that Moses be the one to relay God’s words to them, 

rather than hearing directly from God. God’s own voice was too much for them. Today, when God’s own 

word seems too harsh and demanding, men seek teachers who will speak more softly and make the 

message less objectionable (2 Tim. 4:2-4). Paul warned Timothy that this would be so. Some preachers 

are as tempted as Aaron was to accommodate the cries and demands of the faithless. See Psalm 106:19-

21. 

  

  

Both articles are from the September 8, 2019 bulletin of the CyFair church of Christ. 

  

 


