
Prayer and Bible Reading 
 

By John R. Gibson 
 

This year our elders have sought to place a special emphasis on prayer and we will be 
continuing with that emphasis in this evening’s lesson. Keep in mind that this year’s focus on 
prayer is intended to help us form habits that will stay with us after we turn the page on the 2017 
calendar. This evening I want to look again at how we can use our Bible readings to more 
effectively pray (James 5:16). 

This evening I hope to take a quick look at ten chapters, briefly mention the prayer points 
from each one and how I come up with them, and then close with a prayer that incorporates 
those points. While I will put these “prayer points” on the screen during the lesson, I hope that 
including them in the bulletin will help everyone follow the lesson better and more effectively 
include their Bible reading into their prayers. 
 
John 21 

• He is risen. Love for Jesus must be real. We can glorify God in life and death. Worry 
about yourself. 

Deuteronomy 16 
• Follow the pattern. Be fair in all judgments. No idolatry. 

Philippians 2 
• Be of one mind. Eliminate selfish ambition. Be a humble servant. Be obedient. Know that 

God is working with us. Don’t be a complainer. Serve others. Be sacrificial. 
Hebrews 2 

• Pay attention to the word. Don’t drift. He died for me. And for others. He calls us 
brethren. Victory over the devil. Aids the tempted. 

Ecclesiastes 4 
• Success can bring envy. Know when to stop working. Value companionship. 

Psalm 56 
• Trust in God. Suffering is to be expected. 

1 Samuel 5 
• Give Yahweh reverence. 

1 Chronicles 28 
• Loyal, obedient hearts are blessed. Follow the pattern. 

Zechariah 5 
• God judges sin. We must remove wickedness. 

Acts 7 
• Don’t reject God’s ruler. Accept the Holy Spirit’s direction through the word. Be forgiving. 

 
 

The Grace of God 
 

By Greg Gwin 
 

There seems to be a lot of confusion in the Lord’s body concerning the grace of God. 
We believe that a lot of error has been taught on the subject. It was reported that a preacher 
made the following statement: “We are not saved by the right stance on any doctrinal issue; but 
rather by the grace of God.” Do you get it? He is saying that it doesn’t matter what you believe 
(or practice) on any Biblical subject - God’s grace covers all. We deny it. 



We’ve often said that grace is the unmerited (unearned) love and favor of God. That 
seems to be a fair and accurate definition. Now let’s be sure we understand it. Consider this 
example: I make the following offers to two individuals: - 

#1: Wash my car, and I’ll pay you $5. 
#2: Come to my house - I’ll give you $5. 
Is there any difference here? Of course there is. If you don’t think so, just ask the first 

guy. He has to work to earn his $5. But fella #2 receives a gift. #1 is a case of pay for 
meritorious work. #2 illustrates a gift given on the basis of meeting a condition (“come to my 
house”). #2 does nothing to deserve his $5 - it is a gift - but he must meet the condition to 
receive it. 

Salvation is the product of God’s grace. There is nothing you can do to earn it (Eph. 
2:8,9). However, there are conditions you must meet in order to receive it (Rom. 10:9,10; Acts 
2:38). So then, YES, you must be right in matters of doctrine in order to be saved. These 
doctrinal matters are God’s conditions in order to receive His gift. But, it is still a gift - not earned 
- it is by God’s grace. 
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